T

he LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He makes me to lie down in green pastures;
he leads me beside the still waters. He
restores my soul; he leads me in the paths of
righteousness for his name’s sake.

Y

ea, though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for you are
with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

Y

ou prepare a table before me in the presence of
my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my
cup runs over.

S

urely goodness and mercy shall follow me all
the days of my life; and I will dwell in the
house of the LORD forever.
Psalms 23, verses 1 – 6

G

ive ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead
Joseph like a flock; you who dwell between
the cherubim, shine forth! Before Ephraim,
Benjamin, and Manasseh, stir up your strength,
and come and save us! Restore us, O God; cause
your face to shine, and we shall be saved! O
LORD God of hosts, how long will you be angry
against the prayer of your people? You have fed
them with the bread of tears, and given them tears
to drink in great measure. You have made us a
strife to our neighbours, and our enemies laugh
among themselves. Restore us, O God of hosts;
cause your face to shine, and we shall be saved!

Y

ou have brought a vine out of Egypt; you have
cast out the nations, and planted it. Why have
you broken down her hedges, so that all who pass
by the way pluck her fruit? Return, we beseech
you, O God of hosts; look down from heaven and
see, and visit this vine and the vineyard which your
right hand has planted, and the branch that you
made strong for yourself.
Psalms 80, verses 1 – 8 & 12 – 15

B

ehold, the Lord GOD shall come with a
strong hand, and His arm shall rule for him;
behold, his reward is with him, and his work
before him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he
will gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them
in his bosom, and gently lead those who are with
young.

W

ho has measured the waters in the hollow
of his hand, measured heaven with a span
and calculated the dust of the earth in a measure?
Weighed the mountains in scales and the hills in a
balance? Who has directed the Spirit of the LORD,
or as his counsellor has taught him? With whom
did he take counsel, and who instructed him, and
taught him in the path of justice? Who taught him
knowledge, and showed him the way of
understanding? Behold, the nations are as a drop
in a bucket, and are counted as the small dust on
the scales; look, he lifts up the isles as a very little
thing. And Lebanon is not sufficient to burn, nor its
beasts sufficient for a burnt offering. All nations
before him are as nothing, and they are counted by
him less than nothing and worthless.
Isaiah 40, verses 10 – 17

T

hey [the children of Israel] shall not defile
themselves anymore with their idols, nor
with their detestable things, nor with any of
their transgressions; but I will deliver them from all
their dwelling places in which they have sinned, and
will cleanse them. Then they shall be my people,
and I will be their God. David my servant shall be
king over them, and they shall all have one
shepherd; they shall also walk in my judgements
and observe my statutes, and do them.

T

hen they shall dwell in the land that I have
given to Jacob my servant, where your fathers
dwelt; and they shall dwell there, they, their
children, and their children’s children, forever; and
my servant David shall be their prince forever.
Moreover I will make a covenant of peace with
them, and it shall be an everlasting covenant with
them; I will establish them and multiply them, and I
will set my sanctuary in their midst forevermore.
My tabernacle also shall be with them; indeed I will
be their God, and they shall be my people. The
nations also will know that I, the LORD, sanctify
Israel, when my sanctuary is in their midst
forevermore."
Ezekiel 37, verses 23 – 28

A

nd the word of the LORD came to me
[Ezekiel], saying, "Son of man, prophesy
against the shepherds of Israel, prophesy
and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD to the
shepherds: "Woe to the shepherds of Israel who
feed themselves! Should not the shepherds feed the
flocks? You eat the fat and clothe yourselves with
the wool; you slaughter the fatlings, but you do not
feed the flock. The weak you have not
strengthened, nor have you healed those who were
sick, nor bound up the broken, nor brought back
what was driven away, nor sought what was lost;
but with force and cruelty you have ruled them. So
they were scattered because there was no
shepherd; and they became food for all the beasts
of the field when they were scattered. My sheep
wandered through all the mountains, and on every
high hill; yes, my flock was scattered over the
whole face of the earth, and no one was seeking or
searching for them." Therefore, you shepherds,
hear the word of the LORD: "as I live," says the
Lord GOD, "surely because my flock became a
prey, and my flock became food for every beast of
the field, because there was no shepherd, nor did
my shepherds search for my flock,

but the shepherds fed themselves and did not feed
my flock" — therefore, O shepherds, hear the word
of the LORD! Thus says the Lord GOD: "Behold, I
am against the shepherds, and I will require my
flock at their hand; I will cause them to cease
feeding the sheep, and the shepherds shall feed
themselves no more; for I will deliver my flock from
their mouths, that they may no longer be food for
them."

F

or thus says the Lord GOD: "Indeed I myself
will search for my sheep and seek them out.
As a shepherd seeks out his flock on the day he is
among his scattered sheep, so will I seek out my
sheep and deliver them from all the places where
they were scattered on a cloudy and dark day.

A

nd I will bring them out from the peoples and
gather them from the countries, and will bring
them to their own land; I will feed them on the
mountains of Israel, in the valleys and in all the
inhabited places of the country."’"
Ezekiel 34, verses 1 – 13

A

wake, O sword, against my Shepherd,
against the man who is my Companion,"
says the LORD of hosts. "Strike the
Shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered; then I
will turn my hand against the little ones. And it
shall come to pass in all the land," says the
LORD, "that two-thirds in it shall be cut off and
die, but one-third shall be left in it: I will bring the
one-third through the fire, will refine them as silver
is refined, and test them as gold is tested. They
will call on my name, and I will answer them. I will
say, ‘This is my people’; and each one will say,
‘The LORD is my God.’"

B

ehold, the day of the LORD is coming, and
your spoil will be divided in your midst. For I
will gather all the nations to battle against
Jerusalem; then the LORD will go forth and fight
against those nations, as he fights in the day of
battle. And in that day his feet will stand on the
Mount of Olives, which faces Jerusalem on the
east. And the Mount of Olives shall be split in two,
from east to west, making a very large valley; half
of the mountain shall move toward the north and
half of it toward the south.
Zechariah 13, verse 7 – 14: verse 4

W

hen the Son of Man comes in his glory,
and all the holy angels with him, then he
will sit on the throne of his glory. All the
nations will be gathered before him, and he will
separate them one from another, as a shepherd
divides his sheep from the goats. And he will set
the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the
left. Then the King will say to those on his right
hand, ‘Come, you blessed of my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of
the world: for I was hungry and you gave me food;
I was thirsty and you gave me drink; I was a
stranger and you took me in; I was naked and you
clothed me; I was sick and you visited me; I was in
prison and you came to me.’

T

hen the righteous will answer him, saying,
‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed
you, or thirsty and give you drink? When did we
see you a stranger and take you in, or naked and
clothe you? Or when did we see you sick, or in
prison, and come to you?’ And the King will
answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you,
inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these
my brethren, you did it to me.’"
Matthew 25, verses 31 – 40

A

nd as they were eating, Jesus took bread,
blessed and broke it, and gave it to them and
said, "Take, eat; this is my body." Then he
took the cup, and when he had given thanks he
gave it to them, and they all drank from it. And he
said to them, "This is my blood of the new
covenant, which is shed for many. Assuredly, I say
to you, I will no longer drink of the fruit of the vine
until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of
God." And when they had sung a hymn, they went
out to the Mount of Olives.

T

hen Jesus said to them, "All of you will be
made to stumble because of me this night, for
it is written: ‘I will strike the Shepherd, and the
sheep will be scattered.’ But after I have been
raised, I will go before you to Galilee." Peter said
to Him, "Even if all are made to stumble, yet I will
not be." Jesus said to him, "Assuredly, I say to
you that today, even this night, before the rooster
crows twice, you will deny me three times." But he
spoke more vehemently, "If I have to die with you, I
will not deny you!" And they all said likewise.
Mark 14, verses 22 – 31

J

esus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and
forever. Do not be carried about with various
and strange doctrines. For it is good that the
heart be established by grace, not with foods which
have not profited those who have been occupied
with them. We have an altar from which those who
serve the tabernacle have no right to eat.

F

or the bodies of those animals, whose blood is
brought into the sanctuary by the high priest
for sin, are burned outside the camp. Therefore
Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with
his own blood, suffered outside the gate.

N

ow may the God of peace who brought up our
Lord Jesus from the dead, that great
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the
everlasting covenant, make you complete in every
good work to do his will, working in you what is
well pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to
whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.
Hebrews 13, verses 8 – 12 & 20 – 21

M

ost assuredly, I say to you, he who does
not enter the sheepfold by the door, but
climbs up some other way, the same is a
thief and a robber. But he who enters by the door
is the shepherd of the sheep. To him the
doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice;
and he calls his own sheep by name and leads
them out. And when he brings out his own sheep,
he goes before them; and the sheep follow him, for
they know his voice. Yet they will by no means
follow a stranger, but will flee from him, for they do
not know the voice of strangers." Jesus used this
illustration, but they did not understand the things
which he spoke to them.

T

hen Jesus said to them again, "Most
assuredly, I say to you, I am the door of the
sheep. All who ever came before me are thieves
and robbers, but the sheep did not hear them. I am
the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved,
and will go in and out and find pasture. The thief
does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to
destroy. I have come that they may have life, and
that they may have it more abundantly.

I

am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives
his life for the sheep. But a hireling, he who is not
the shepherd, one who does not own the sheep,
sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and
flees; and the wolf catches the sheep and scatters
them. The hireling flees because he is a hireling and
does not care about the sheep. I am the good
shepherd; and I know my sheep, and am known by
my own.

A

s the Father knows me, even so I know the
Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep.
And other sheep I have which are not of this fold;
them also I must bring, and they will hear my voice;
and there will be one flock and one shepherd.

T

herefore my Father loves me, because I lay
down my life that I may take it again. No one
takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have
power to lay it down, and I have power to take it
again. This command I have received from my
Father."

T

herefore there was a division again among the
Jews because of these sayings. And many of
them said, "He has a demon and is mad. Why do
you listen to him?" Others said, "These are not the
words of one who has a demon. Can a demon
open the eyes of the blind?" Now it was the Feast
of Dedication in Jerusalem, and it was winter. And
Jesus walked in the temple, in Solomon’s porch.

T

hen the Jews surrounded him and said to him,
"How long do you keep us in doubt? If you are
the Christ, tell us plainly." Jesus answered them, "I
told you, and you do not believe. The works that I
do in my Father’s name, they bear witness of me.
But you do not believe, because you are not of my
sheep, as I said to you.

M

y sheep hear my voice, and I know them,
and they follow me. And I give them eternal
life, and they shall never perish; neither shall
anyone snatch them out of my hand. My Father,
who has given them to me, is greater than all; and
no one is able to snatch them out of my Father’s
hand. I and my Father are one."
John 10, verses 1 – 30

F

or to this you were called, because Christ
also suffered for us, leaving us an example,
that you should follow his steps: "Who
committed no sin, nor was deceit found in his
mouth"; who, when he was reviled, did not revile in
return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but
committed himself to him who judges righteously;
who himself bore our sins in his own body on the
tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for
righteousness—by whose stripes you were healed.
For you were like sheep going astray, but have
now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of
your souls.

S

hepherd the flock of God which is among you,
serving as overseers, not by compulsion but
willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly;
nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but
being examples to the flock; and when the Chief
Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of
glory that does not fade away.
I Peter 2, verses 21 – 25 & 5, verses 2 – 4

T

hen Moses spoke to the LORD, saying:
"Let the LORD, the God of the spirits of all
flesh, set a man over the congregation, who
may go out before them and go in before them,
who may lead them out and bring them in, that the
congregation of the LORD may not be like sheep
which have no shepherd." And the LORD said to
Moses: "Take Joshua the son of Nun with you, a
man in whom is the Spirit, and lay your hand on
him; set him before Eleazar the priest and before
all the congregation, and inaugurate him in their
sight. And you shall give some of your authority to
him, that all the congregation of the children of
Israel may be obedient. He shall stand before
Eleazar the priest, who shall inquire before the
LORD for him by the judgement of the Urim. At
his word they shall go out, and at his word they
shall come in, he and all the children of Israel with
him—all the congregation." So Moses did as the
LORD commanded him. He took Joshua and set
him before Eleazar the priest and before all the
congregation. And he laid his hands on him and
inaugurated him, just as the LORD commanded by
the hand of Moses.
Numbers 27, verses 15 – 23

L

ORD, I hope for your salvation, and I do
your commandments. My soul keeps your
testimonies, and I love them exceedingly. I
keep your precepts and your testimonies, for all my
ways are before you.

L

et my cry come before you, O LORD; give me
understanding according to your word. Let my
supplication come before you; deliver me according
to your word.

M

y lips shall utter praise, for you teach me
your statutes. My tongue shall speak of
your word, for all your commandments are
righteousness.

L

et your hand become my help, for I have
chosen your precepts. I long for your salvation,
O LORD, and your law is my delight.

L

et my soul live, and it shall praise you; and let
your judgements help me. I have gone astray
like a lost sheep; seek your servant, for I do not
forget your commandments.
Psalms 119, verses 166 – 176

A

ll we like sheep have gone astray; we have
turned, every one, to his own way; and the
LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.
He was oppressed and he was afflicted, yet he
opened not his mouth; he was led as a lamb to the
slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is
silent, so he opened not his mouth. He was taken
from prison and from judgement, and who will
declare his generation? For he was cut off from the
land of the living; for the transgressions of my
people he was stricken. Yet it pleased the LORD
to bruise him; he has put him to grief. When you
make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his
seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of
the LORD shall prosper in his hand.

H

e shall see the labour of His soul, and be
satisfied. By his knowledge my righteous
Servant shall justify many, for he shall bear their
iniquities. Therefore I will divide Him a portion with
the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the
strong, because he poured out his soul unto death,
and he was numbered with the transgressors, and
he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for
the transgressors.
Isaiah 53

W

oe to the shepherds who destroy and
scatter the sheep of my pasture!" says
the LORD. Therefore thus says the
LORD God of Israel against the shepherds who
feed my people: "You have scattered my flock,
driven them away, and not attended to them.
Behold, I will attend to you for the evil of your
doings," says the LORD. "But I will gather the
remnant of my flock out of all countries where I
have driven them, and bring them back to their
folds; and they shall be fruitful and increase. I will
set up shepherds over them who will feed them;
and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, nor
shall they be lacking," says the LORD.

B

ehold, the days are coming," says the LORD,
"that I will raise to David a Branch of
righteousness; a King shall reign and prosper, and
execute judgement and righteousness in the earth.

I

n his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will
dwell safely; now this is his name by which he will
be called: THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS."
Jeremiah 23

A

nd the word of the LORD came to me,
saying, "Son of man, prophesy against the
shepherds of Israel, prophesy and say to
them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD to the shepherds:
"Woe to the shepherds of Israel who feed
themselves! Should not the shepherds feed the
flocks? You eat the fat and clothe yourselves with
the wool; you slaughter the fatlings, but you do not
feed the flock. The weak you have not
strengthened, nor have you healed those who were
sick, nor bound up the broken, nor brought back
what was driven away, nor sought what was lost;
but with force and cruelty you have ruled them. So
they were scattered because there was no
shepherd; and they became food for all the beasts
of the field when they were scattered. My sheep
wandered through all the mountains, and on every
high hill; yes, my flock was scattered over the
whole face of the earth, and no one was seeking or
searching for them." Therefore, you shepherds,
hear the word of the LORD: "as I live," says the
Lord GOD, "surely because my flock became a
prey, and my flock became food for every beast of
the field, because there was no shepherd, nor did
my shepherds search for my flock,

but the shepherds fed themselves and did not feed
my flock" — therefore, O shepherds, hear the word
of the LORD! Thus says the Lord GOD: "Behold, I
am against the shepherds, and I will require my
flock at their hand; I will cause them to cease
feeding the sheep, and the shepherds shall feed
themselves no more; for I will deliver my flock from
their mouths, that they may no longer be food for
them." For thus says the Lord GOD: "Indeed I
myself will search for my sheep and seek them out.
As a shepherd seeks out his flock on the day he is
among his scattered sheep, so will I seek out my
sheep and deliver them from all the places where
they were scattered on a cloudy and dark day. And
I will bring them out from the peoples and gather
them from the countries, and will bring them to
their own land; I will feed them on the mountains of
Israel, in the valleys and in all the inhabited places
of the country. I will feed my flock, and I will make
them lie down," says the Lord GOD. "I will seek
what was lost and bring back what was driven
away, bind up the broken and strengthen what was
sick; but I will destroy the fat and the strong, and
feed them in judgement."‘"
Ezekiel 34

B

ehold, I [Jesus] send you out as sheep in
the midst of wolves. Therefore be wise as
serpents and harmless as doves. But
beware of men, for they will deliver you up to
councils and scourge you in their synagogues. You
will be brought before governors and kings for my
sake, as a testimony to them and to the Gentiles.
But when they deliver you up, do not worry about
how or what you should speak. For it will be given
to you in that hour what you should speak; for it is
not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father
who speaks in you. And you will be hated by all
for my name’s sake. But he who endures to the
end will be saved.

A

disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant
above his master. It is enough for a disciple
that he be like his teacher, and a servant like his
master. If they have called the master of the house
Beelzebub, how much more will they call those of
his household! Therefore do not fear them. For
there is nothing covered that will not be revealed,
and hidden that will not be known. Whatever I tell
you in the dark, speak in the light; and what you
hear in the ear, preach on the housetops.

A

nd do not fear those who kill the body but
cannot kill the soul. But rather fear him [God]
who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
Therefore whoever confesses me before men, him I
will also confess before my Father who is in
heaven. But whoever denies me before men, him I
will also deny before my Father who is in heaven.
Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I
did not come to bring peace but a sword. He who
loves father or mother more than me is not worthy
of me. And he who loves son or daughter more
than me is not worthy of me. And he who does not
take his cross and follow after me is not worthy of
me. He who finds his life will lose it, and he who
loses his life for my sake will find it. He who
receives you receives me, and he who receives me
receives him who sent me. He who receives a
prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a
prophet’s reward. And he who receives a righteous
man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a
righteous man’s reward. And whoever gives one of
these little ones only a cup of cold water in the
name of a disciple, assuredly, I say to you, he shall
by no means lose his reward."
Matthew 10

W

hen the Son of Man comes in his glory,
and all the holy angels with him, then he
will sit on the throne of his glory. All the
nations will be gathered before him, and he will
separate them one from another, as a shepherd
divides his sheep from the goats. And he will set
the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the
left.

T

hen the King will say to those on his right
hand, ‘Come, you blessed of my Father, inherit
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation
of the world: for I was hungry and you gave me
food; I was thirsty and you gave me drink; I was a
stranger and you took me in; I was naked and you
clothed me; I was sick and you visited me; I was in
prison and you came to me.’ Then the righteous
will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see
you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you
drink? When did we see you a stranger and take
you in, or naked and clothe you? Or when did we
see you sick, or in prison, and come to you?’ And
the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I
say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the
least of these my brethren, you did it to me.’"
Matthew 25

A

nd as they were eating, Jesus took bread,
blessed and broke it, and gave it to the
disciples and said, "Take, eat; this is my
body." Then he took the cup, and gave thanks, and
gave it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you.
For this is my blood of the new covenant, which is
shed for many for the remission of sins. But I say
to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from
now on until that day when I drink it new with you
in my Father’s kingdom." And when they had sung
a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.

T

hen Jesus said to them, "All of you will be
made to stumble because of me this night, for
it is written: ‘I will strike the Shepherd, and the
sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ But after I
have been raised, I will go before you to Galilee."

P

eter answered and said to him, "Even if all are
made to stumble because of you, I will never be
made to stumble." Jesus said to him, "Assuredly, I
say to you that this night, before the rooster
crows, you will deny me three times."
Matthew 26

A

nd Jesus, when he came out, saw a great
multitude and was moved with compassion
for them, because they were like sheep not
having a shepherd. So he began to teach them
many things. When the day was now far spent, his
disciples came to him and said, "This is a deserted
place, and already the hour is late. Send them
away, that they may go into the surrounding
country and villages and buy themselves bread; for
they have nothing to eat." But he answered and
said to them, "You give them something to eat."
And they said to him, "Shall we go and buy two
hundred denarii worth of bread and give them
something to eat?" But he said to them, "How
many loaves do you have? Go and see." And when
they found out they said, "Five, and two fish." And
when he had taken the five loaves and the two
fish, he looked up to heaven, blessed and broke the
loaves, and gave them to his disciples to set before
them; and the two fish he divided among them all.
So they all ate and were filled. And they took up
twelve baskets full of fragments and of the fish.
Now those who had eaten the loaves were about
five thousand men.
M ar k 6

A

nd when they had sung a hymn, they went
out to the Mount of Olives. Then Jesus
said to them, "All of you will be made to
stumble because of me this night, for it is written: ‘I
will strike the Shepherd, and the sheep will be
scattered.’ But after I have been raised, I will go
before you to Galilee." Peter said to Him, "Even if
all are made to stumble, yet I will not be." Jesus
said to him, "Assuredly, I say to you that today,
even this night, before the rooster crows twice, you
will deny me three times." But he spoke more
vehemently, "If I have to die with you, I will not
deny you!" And they all said likewise. Then they
came to a place which was named Gethsemane;
and he said to his disciples, "Sit here while I pray."
And he took Peter, James, and John with him, and
he began to be troubled and deeply distressed.
Then he said to them, "My soul is exceedingly
sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and watch." He
went a little farther, and fell on the ground, and
prayed that if it were possible, the hour might pass
from him. And he said, "Abba, Father, all things
are possible for you. Take this cup away from me;
nevertheless, not what I will, but what you will."
M ar k 1 4

T

hen all the tax collectors and the sinners
drew near to him to hear him. And the
Pharisees and scribes complained, saying,
"This man receives sinners and eats with them."
So he spoke this parable to them, saying: "What
man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he loses
one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the
wilderness, and go after the one which is lost until
he finds it? And when he has found it, he lays it on
his shoulders, rejoicing. And when he comes home,
he calls together his friends and neighbours, saying
to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my
sheep which was lost!’ I say to you that likewise
there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner
who repents than over ninety-nine just persons
who need no repentance.

O

r what woman, having ten silver coins, if she
loses one coin, does not light a lamp, sweep
the house, and search carefully until she finds it?
And when she has found it, she calls her friends
and neighbours together, saying, ‘Rejoice with me,
for I have found the piece which I lost!’ Likewise, I
say to you, there is joy in the presence of the
angels of God over one sinner who repents."
Luke 15

T

hen Jesus said to them again, "Most
assuredly, I say to you, I am the door of the
sheep. All who ever came before me are
thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear
them. I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will
be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture.
The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill,
and to destroy. I have come that they may have
life, and that they may have it more abundantly. I
am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives
his life for the sheep. But a hireling, he who is not
the shepherd, one who does not own the sheep,
sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and
flees; and the wolf catches the sheep and scatters
them. The hireling flees because he is a hireling and
does not care about the sheep.

I

am the good shepherd; and I know my sheep, and
am known by my own. As the Father knows me,
even so I know the Father; and I lay down my life
for the sheep. And other sheep I have which are
not of this fold; them also I must bring, and they
will hear my voice; and there will be one flock and
one shepherd."
John 10

N

ow it was the Feast of Dedication in
Jerusalem, and it was winter. And Jesus
walked in the temple, in Solomon’s porch.
Then the Jews surrounded him and said to him,
"How long do you keep us in doubt? If you are the
Christ, tell us plainly." Jesus answered them, "I told
you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in
my Father’s name, they bear witness of me. But
you do not believe, because you are not of my
sheep, as I said to you. My sheep hear my voice,
and I know them, and they follow me. And I give
them eternal life, and they shall never perish;
neither shall anyone snatch them out of my hand.
My Father, who has given them to me, is greater
than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of
my Father’s hand. I and my Father are one."

T

hen the Jews took up stones again to stone
him. Jesus answered them, "Many good
works I have shown you from my Father. For
which of those works do you stone me?" The
Jews answered him, saying, "For a good work we
do not stone you, but for blasphemy, and because
you, being a man, make yourself God."
John 10

J

esus then came and took the bread and gave
it to them, and likewise the fish. This is now
the third time Jesus showed himself to his
disciples after he was raised from the dead. So
when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to
Simon Peter, "Simon, son of Jonah, do you love
me more than these?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord;
you know that I love you." He said to him, "Feed
my lambs." He said to him again a second time,
"Simon, son of Jonah, do you love me?" He said
to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." He
said to him, "Tend my sheep." He said to him the
third time, "Simon, son of Jonah, do you love me?"
Peter was grieved because he said to him the third
time, "Do you love me?" And he said to him,
"Lord, you know all things; you know that I love
you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my sheep. Most
assuredly, I say to you, when you were younger,
you girded yourself and walked where you wished;
but when you are old, you will stretch out your
hands, and another will gird you and carry you
where you do not wish." This he spoke, signifying
by what death he would glorify God. And when he
had spoken this, he said to him, "Follow me."
John 10

W

hat then shall we say to these things? If
God is for us, who can be against us? He
who did not spare his own Son, but
delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with
him also freely give us all things? Who shall bring
a charge against God’s elect? It is God who
justifies. Who is he who condemns? It is Christ
who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is
even at the right hand of God, who also makes
intercession for us.

W

ho shall separate us from the love of
Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or
sword? As it is written: "For your sake we are
killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep for
the slaughter." Yet in all these things we are more
than conquerors through him who loved us.

F

or I am persuaded that neither death nor life,
nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor
things present nor things to come, nor height nor
depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to
separate us from the love of God which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.
R om a n s 8

F

or this is the will of God, that by doing
good you may put to silence the ignorance
of foolish men — as free, yet not using
liberty as a cloak for vice, but as bondservants of
God. Honour all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear
God. Honour the king. Servants, be submissive to
your masters with all fear, not only to the good
and gentle, but also to the harsh. For this is
commendable, if because of conscience toward God
one endures grief, suffering wrongfully. For what
credit is it if, when you are beaten for your faults,
you take it patiently? But when you do good and
suffer, if you take it patiently, this is commendable
before God. For to this you were called, because
Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example,
that you should follow His steps: "Who committed
no sin, nor was deceit found in his mouth"; who,
when he was reviled, did not revile in return; when
he suffered, he did not threaten, but committed
himself to him who judges righteously; who himself
bore our sins in his own body on the tree, that we,
having died to sins, might live for righteousness—by
whose stripes you were healed. For you were like
sheep going astray, but have now returned to the
Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.
I Peter 2

A

nd I heard another voice from heaven
saying, "Come out of her, my people, lest
you share in her sins, and lest you receive
of her plagues. For her sins have reached to
heaven, and God has remembered her iniquities.
Render to her just as she rendered to you, and
repay her double according to her works; in the
cup which she has mixed, mix double for her. In the
measure that she glorified herself and lived
luxuriously, in the same measure give her torment
and sorrow; for she says in her heart, ‘I sit as
queen, and am no widow, and will not see sorrow.’
Therefore her plagues will come in one day — death
and mourning and famine. And she will be utterly
burned with fire, for strong is the Lord God who
judges her.

T

he kings of the earth who committed
fornication and lived luxuriously with her will
weep and lament for her, when they see the smoke
of her burning, standing at a distance for fear of
her torment, saying, ‘Alas, alas, that great city
Babylon, that mighty city! For in one hour your
judgement has come.’ And the merchants of the
earth will weep and mourn over her, for no one
buys their merchandise anymore:

merchandise of gold and silver, precious stones
and pearls, fine linen and purple, silk and scarlet,
every kind of citron wood, every kind of object of
ivory, every kind of object of most precious wood,
bronze, iron, and marble; and cinnamon and
incense, fragrant oil and frankincense, wine and oil,
fine flour and wheat, cattle and sheep, horses and
chariots, and bodies and souls of men. The fruit
that your soul longed for has gone from you, and
all the things which are rich and splendid have gone
from you, and you shall find them no more at all.
For in one hour such great riches came to nothing.

E

very shipmaster, all who travel by ship,
sailors, and as many as trade on the sea,
stood at a distance and cried out when they saw
the smoke of her burning, saying, ‘What is like this
great city?’ They threw dust on their heads and
cried out, weeping and wailing, and saying, ‘Alas,
alas, that great city, in which all who had ships on
the sea became rich by her wealth! For in one hour
she is made desolate.’ Rejoice over her, O heaven,
and you holy apostles and prophets, for God has
avenged you on her!"
Revelation 18

A

nd the priest shall take one male lamb and
offer it as a trespass offering, and the log
of oil, and wave them as a wave offering
before the LORD. Then he shall kill the lamb in the
place where he kills the sin offering and the burnt
offering, in a holy place; for as the sin offering is
the priest’s, so is the trespass offering. It is most
holy. The priest shall take some of the blood of the
trespass offering, and the priest shall put it on the
tip of the right ear of him who is to be cleansed,
on the thumb of his right hand, and on the big toe
of his right foot. And the priest shall take some of
the log of oil, and pour it into the palm of his own
left hand. Then the priest shall dip his right finger
in the oil that is in his left hand, and shall sprinkle
some of the oil with his finger seven times before
the LORD. And of the rest of the oil in his hand,
the priest shall put some on the tip of the right ear
of him who is to be cleansed, on the thumb of his
right hand, and on the big toe of his right foot, on
the blood of the trespass offering. The rest of the
oil that is in the priest’s hand he shall put on the
head of him who is to be cleansed. So the priest
shall make atonement for him before the LORD."
Leviticus 14, verses 12 – 18

I

f a man has committed a sin deserving of
death, and he is put to death, and you hang
him on a tree, his body shall not remain
overnight on the tree, but you shall surely bury him
that day, so that you do not defile the land which
the LORD your God is giving you as an
inheritance; for he who is hanged is accursed of
God."

B

ut that no one is justified by the law in the
sight of God is evident, for "the just shall
live by faith." Christ has redeemed us from
the curse of the law, having become a curse for us
(for it is written, "Cursed is everyone who hangs
on a tree"), that the blessing of Abraham might
come upon the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we
might receive the promise of the Spirit through
faith.

T

he next day John saw Jesus coming toward
him, and said, "Behold! The Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world! This
is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who
is preferred before me, for he was before me.’"
Deuteronomy 21, Galatians 3, & John 1

B

ehold, my Servant shall deal prudently; he
shall be exalted and extolled and be very
high. Just as many were astonished at you,
so his visage was marred more than any man, and
his form more than the sons of men; so shall he
sprinkle many nations. Kings shall shut their
mouths at him; for what had not been told them
they shall see, and what they had not heard they
shall consider. Who has believed our report? And
to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?
For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant,
and as a root out of dry ground. He has no form
or comeliness; and when we see him, there is no
beauty that we should desire him. He is despised
and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and
acquainted with grief. And we hid, as it were, our
faces from him; he was despised, and we did not
esteem him. Surely He has borne our griefs and
carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken,
smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was wounded
for our transgressions, he was bruised for our
iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was upon
him, and by his stripes we are healed. All we like
sheep have gone astray; we have turned, every
one, to his own way; and the LORD has laid on
him the iniquity of us all.

H

e was oppressed and he was afflicted, yet he
opened not his mouth; he was led as a lamb to
the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers
is silent, so he opened not his mouth. He was
taken from prison and from judgement, and who
will declare his generation? For he was cut off from
the land of the living; for the transgressions of my
people he was stricken. And they made his grave
with the wicked—but with the rich at his death,
because he had done no violence, nor was any
deceit in his mouth. Yet it pleased the LORD to
bruise him; he has put him to grief. When you
make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his
seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of
the LORD shall prosper in his hand. He shall see
the labour of his soul, and be satisfied. By his
knowledge my righteous Servant shall justify many,
for he shall bear their iniquities. Therefore I will
divide him a portion with the great, and he shall
divide the spoil with the strong, because he poured
out his soul unto death, and he was numbered with
the transgressors, and he bore the sin of many,
and made intercession for the transgressors.
Isaiah 52 & 53

N

ow an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip,
saying, "Arise and go toward the south
along the road which goes down from
Jerusalem to Gaza." This is desert. So he arose
and went. And behold, a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch
of great authority under Candace the queen of the
Ethiopians, who had charge of all her treasury, and
had come to Jerusalem to worship, was returning.
And sitting in his chariot, he was reading Isaiah
the prophet. Then the Spirit said to Philip, "Go
near and overtake this chariot." So Philip ran to
him, and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah, and
said, "Do you understand what you are reading?"
And he said, "How can I, unless someone guides
me?" And he asked Philip to come up and sit with
him.

T

he place in the Scripture which he read was
this: "He was led as a sheep to the slaughter;
and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he
opened not his mouth. In his humiliation his justice
was taken away, and who will declare his
generation? For his life is taken from the earth."
So the eunuch answered Philip and said, "I ask
you, of whom does the prophet say this, of himself
or of some other man?"

T

hen Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at
this Scripture, preached Jesus to him. Now as
they went down the road, they came to some
water. And the eunuch said, "See, here is water.
What hinders me from being baptized?" Then
Philip said, "If you believe with all your heart, you
may." And he answered and said, "I believe that
Jesus Christ is the Son of God." So he
commanded the chariot to stand still. And both
Philip and the eunuch went down into the water,
and he baptized him. Now when they came up out
of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip
away, so that the eunuch saw him no more; and he
went on his way rejoicing. .

A

nd if you call on the Father, who without
partiality judges according to each one’s
work, conduct yourselves throughout the
time of your stay here in fear; knowing that you
were not redeemed with corruptible things, like
silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received
by tradition from your fathers, but with the
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without
blemish and without spot.
Acts 8 & I Peter 1

B

ut Christ came as High Priest of the good
things to come, with the greater and more
perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that
is, not of this creation. Not with the blood of goats
and calves, but with his own blood he entered the
Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained
eternal redemption. For if the blood of bulls and
goats and the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the
unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh,
how much more shall the blood of Christ, who
through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without
spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead
works to serve the living God? And for this reason
he is the Mediator of the new covenant, by means
of death, for the redemption of the transgressions
under the first covenant, that those who are called
may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.

F

or where there is a testament, there must also
of necessity be the death of the testator. For a
testament is in force after men are dead, since it
has no power at all while the testator lives.
Therefore not even the first covenant was
dedicated without blood.
Hebrews 9, verses 11 – 18

F

or it is not possible that the blood of bulls
and goats could take away sins. Therefore,
when he came into the world, he said:
"Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but a
body you have prepared for me. In burnt offerings
and sacrifices for sin you had no pleasure. Then I
said, ‘Behold, I have come—in the volume of the
book it is written of me—to do your will, O God.’"
Previously saying, "Sacrifice and offering, burnt
offerings, and offerings for sin you did not desire,
nor had pleasure in them" (which are offered
according to the law), then he said, "Behold, I have
come to do your will, O God." He takes away the
first that he may establish the second.

B

y that will we have been sanctified through the
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for
all. And every priest stands ministering daily and
offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can
never take away sins. But this man, after he had
offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at
the right hand of God, from that time waiting till
his enemies are made his footstool. For by one
offering he has perfected forever those who are
being sanctified.
Hebrews 10, verses 4 – 14

J

ohn, to the seven churches which are in Asia:
Grace to you and peace from him who is and
who was and who is to come, and from the
seven Spirits who are before his throne, and from
Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from
the dead, and the ruler over the kings of the earth.
To him who loved us and washed us from our sins
in his own blood, and has made us kings and
priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and
dominion forever and ever. Amen.

B

ehold, he is coming with clouds, and every eye
will see him, even they who pierced him. And
all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of
him. Even so, Amen. "I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the Beginning and the End," says the
Lord, "who is and who was and who is to come,
the Almighty."

A

nd when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead.
But he laid his right hand on me, saying to
me, "Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last.
I am he who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am
alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of
Hades and of Death."
Revelation 1

ow when he had taken the scroll, the four
living creatures and the twenty-four elders
fell down before the Lamb, each having a
harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are
the prayers of the saints. And they sang a new
song, saying: "You are worthy to take the scroll,
and to open its seals; for you were slain, and have
redeemed us to God by your blood out of every
tribe and tongue and people and nation, And have
made us kings and priests to our God; and we
shall reign on the earth."

N

T

hen I looked, and I heard the voice of many
angels around the throne, the living creatures,
and the elders; and the number of them was ten
thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of
thousands, saying with a loud voice: "Worthy is
the Lamb who was slain to receive power and
riches and wisdom, and strength and honour and
glory and blessing!" And every creature which is in
heaven and on the earth and under the earth and
such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, I
heard saying: "Blessing and honour and glory and
power be to him who sits on the throne, and to the
Lamb, forever and ever!"
Revelation 5, verses 8 – 13

ow I saw when the Lamb opened one of the
seals; and I heard one of the four living
creatures saying with a voice like thunder,
"Come and see." And I looked, and behold, a white
horse. He who sat on it had a bow; and a crown
was given to him, and he went out conquering and
to conquer. When he opened the second seal, I
heard the second living creature saying, "Come and
see." Another horse, fiery red, went out. And it
was granted to the one who sat on it to take
peace from the earth, and that people should kill
one another; and there was given to him a great
sword.

N

W

hen he opened the third seal, I heard the
third living creature say, "Come and see."
So I looked, and behold, a black horse, and he who
sat on it had a pair of scales in his hand. When he
opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the
fourth living creature saying, "Come and see." So I
looked, and behold, a pale horse. And the name of
him who sat on it was Death, and Hades followed
with him. And power was given to them over a
fourth of the earth, to kill with sword, with hunger,
with death, and by the beasts of the earth.

W

hen he opened the fifth seal, I saw under
the altar the souls of those who had been
slain for the word of God and for the testimony
which they held. And they cried with a loud voice,
saying, "How long, O Lord, holy and true, until you
judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on
the earth?" I looked when he opened the sixth seal,
and behold, there was a great earthquake; and the
sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the
moon became like blood. And the stars of heaven
fell to the earth, as a fig tree drops its late figs
when it is shaken by a mighty wind. Then the sky
receded as a scroll when it is rolled up, and every
mountain and island was moved out of its place.

A

nd the kings of the earth, the great men, the
rich men, the commanders, the mighty men,
every slave and every free man, hid themselves in
the caves and in the rocks of the mountains, and
said to the mountains and rocks, "Fall on us and
hide us from the face of him who sits on the throne
and from the wrath of the Lamb! For the great day
of his wrath has come, and who is able to stand?"
Revelation 6

A

fter these things I looked, and behold, a
great multitude which no one could number,
of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues,
standing before the throne and before the Lamb,
clothed with white robes, with palm branches in
their hands, and crying out with a loud voice,
saying, "Salvation belongs to our God who sits on
the throne, and to the Lamb!"

A

ll the angels stood around the throne and the
elders and the four living creatures, and fell on
their faces before the throne and worshipped God,
saying: "Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom,
thanksgiving and honour and power and might, be
to our God forever and ever. Amen."

T

hen one of the elders answered, saying to me,
"Who are these arrayed in white robes, and
where did they come from?" And I said to him,
"Sir, you know." So he said to me, "These are the
ones who come out of the great tribulation, and
washed their robes and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb. Therefore they are before the
throne of God, and serve him day and night in his
temple.

A

nd he who sits on the throne will dwell among
them. They shall neither hunger anymore nor
thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor
any heat; for the Lamb who is in the midst of the
throne will shepherd them and lead them to living
fountains of waters. And God will wipe away
every tear from their eyes."
Revelation 7, verses 9 – 17

T

hen I heard a loud voice saying in heaven,
"Now salvation, and strength, and the
kingdom of our God, and the power of his
Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren,
who accused them before our God day and night,
has been cast down. And they overcame him by
the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their
testimony, and they did not love their lives to the
death.

T

herefore rejoice, O heavens, and you who
dwell in them! Woe to the inhabitants of the
earth and the sea! For the devil has come down to
you, having great wrath, because he knows that he
has a short time."
Revelation 12, verses 10 – 12

T

hen I saw another angel flying in the midst
of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to
preach to those who dwell on the earth—to
every nation, tribe, tongue, and people—saying with
a loud voice, "Fear God and give glory to him, for
the hour of his judgement has come; and worship
him who made heaven and earth, the sea and
springs of water." And another angel followed,
saying, "Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city,
because she has made all nations drink of the wine
of the wrath of her fornication."

T

hen a third angel followed them, saying with a
loud voice, "If anyone worships the beast [the
Antichrist] and his image, and receives his mark
on his forehead or on his hand, he himself shall
also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which
is poured out full strength into the cup of his
indignation. He shall be tormented with fire and
brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in
the presence of the Lamb. And the smoke of their
torment ascends forever and ever; and they have
no rest day or night, who worship the beast and
his image, and whoever receives the mark of his
name."
Revelation 14, verses 6 – 11

T

he ten horns which you saw are ten kings
who have received no kingdom as yet, but
they receive authority for one hour as kings
with the beast. These are of one mind, and they
will give their power and authority to the beast
[the Antichrist]. These will make war with the
Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, for he is
Lord of lords and King of kings; and those who
are with him are called, chosen, and faithful."

T

hen he said to me, "The waters which you
saw, where the harlot sits, are peoples,
multitudes, nations, and tongues. And the ten horns
which you saw on the beast, these will hate the
harlot, make her desolate and naked, eat her flesh
and burn her with fire. For God has put it into their
hearts to fulfil his purpose, to be of one mind, and
to give their kingdom to the beast, until the words
of God are fulfilled. And the woman whom you
saw is that great city which reigns over the kings
of the earth." And I heard another voice from
heaven saying, "Come out of her, my people, lest
you share in her sins, and lest you receive of her
plagues. For her sins have reached to heaven, and
God has remembered her iniquities."
Revelation 17 & 18

A

fter these things I heard a loud voice of a
great multitude in heaven, saying, "Alleluia!
Salvation and glory and honour and power
belong to the Lord our God! For true and righteous
are his judgements, because he has judged the
great harlot who corrupted the earth with her
fornication; and he has avenged on her the blood of
his servants shed by her."

T

hen a voice came from the throne, saying,
"Praise our God, all you his servants and
those who fear him, both small and great!" And I
heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude, as
the sound of many waters and as the sound of
mighty thunderings, saying, "Alleluia! For the Lord
God Omnipotent reigns! Let us be glad and rejoice
and give him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb
has come, and his wife [the true church] has made
herself ready." And to her it was granted to be
arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine
linen is the righteous acts of the saints. Then he
said to me, "Write: ‘Blessed are those who are
called to the marriage supper of the Lamb!’" And
he said to me, "These are the true sayings of
God."
Revelation 19

T

hen he who sat on the throne said, "Behold,
I make all things new." And he said to me,
"Write, for these words are true and
faithful." And he said to me, "It is done! I am the
Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I
will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to
him who thirsts. He who overcomes shall inherit all
things, and I will be his God and he shall be my
son." Then one of the seven angels who had the
seven bowls filled with the seven last plagues came
to me and talked with me, saying, "Come, I will
show you the bride, the Lamb’s wife." And he
carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high
mountain, and showed me the great city, the holy
Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God,
having the glory of God. The city is laid out as a
square; its length is as great as its breadth. And
he measured the city with the reed: twelve
thousand furlongs. Its length, breadth, and height
are equal. Then he measured its wall: one hundred
and forty-four cubits, according to the measure of
a man, that is, of an angel. The twelve gates were
twelve pearls: each individual gate was of one
pearl. And the street of the city was pure gold, like
transparent glass.

B

ut I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God
Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. The
city had no need of the sun or of the moon to
shine in it, for the glory of God illuminated it. The
Lamb is its light. And the nations of those who are
saved shall walk in its light, and the kings of the
earth bring their glory and honour into it. But there
shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, or
causes an abomination or a lie, but only those who
are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.

A

nd he showed me a pure river of water of
life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the
throne of God and of the Lamb. In the
middle of its street, and on either side of the river,
was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each
tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the
tree were for the healing of the nations. And there
shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and
of the Lamb shall be in it, and his servants shall
serve him. They shall see his face, and his name
shall be on their foreheads. "I, Jesus, have sent my
angel to testify to you these things in the churches.
I am the Root and the Offspring of David, the
Bright and Morning Star."
Revelation 21 & 22

