FOREWARD
GOSPEL: Derived from Greek and meaning ‘good
news’ or ‘good tidings’. As far as the Canon of
Scripture is concerned, the exhilarating good
news resides in the fact that the sinless ‘Lamb of
God’ entered this world as Jesus of Nazareth
specifically to make atonement for all human sin
and thereby restore those who accept the gift to
fellowship with our Creator (we having thrown
it away so casually in the beginning). In God’s
economy the wages of sin is death (and we all die
to continually prove this). Because he wanted to
do so, the Father chose to send his beloved Son
into our fallen world to remedy this situation.
On our behalf Jesus Christ died as a sacrificial
substitute, so that whoever truly believes on his
name may be declared by the Judge of the whole
earth ‘not guilty, account paid in full’.
UNDER IRISH SKIES: In Ireland it often rains!
Nevertheless, the light that shines there does
seem to have a unique and special quality. So it
was in September 2016, the sky north of Dublin
and over the Irish west coast was at times
painted by the Creator’s artistry in spectacular
colours. I am grateful to have had opportunity
using my trusty D700 to make some record.
VOLUME TITLE: Putting the ‘good news’ from
Holy Scriptures alongside images of Irish skies in
varied moods seems an excellent way to
juxtapose different forms of ‘light’. Hence the
volume title is inspired by its content.

The words in the passage opposite were
spoken by Jesus Christ in a conversation
recorded in Chapter 3 of John’s Gospel. He
had a visitor (after dark) of a Jewish
religious leader named Nicodemus, who was
sincerely anxious to know why his strict
legalistic religious life had not given him the
assurance that he was ‘right’ with God — and
he came to Jesus to ask why.
Jesus told him bluntly: he was as spiritually
dead as are all the rest of fallen humanity.
And, he had no relationship whatsoever with
the true and living God the LORD.
However, enabling him to become ‘right’ with
God the Father was the very reason why
Jesus, the Son of God, had come into the
world as promised in the Messianic
prophecies of the (Old Testament)
Scriptures.
He undoubtedly took to heart and believed
the things Jesus told him. Chapter 19 of
John’s Gospel tells us that Nicodemus
together with Joseph of Arimathaea risked
their positions in the Jewish Sanhedrin by
taking down the dead body of Jesus from a
Roman cross, wrapping it in linen and spices,
and laying it for burial in Joseph’s
own unused tomb.

Y

ou have multiplied the nation and increased its
joy; they rejoice before you according to the joy
of harvest, as men rejoice when they divide the
spoil. For you have broken the yoke of his burden
and the staff of his shoulder, the rod of his
oppressor, as in the day of Midian.
or every warrior’s sandal from the noisy battle,
and garments rolled in blood, will be used for
burning and fuel of fire.

F

or unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given;
and the government will be upon his shoulder.
and his name will be called Wonderful,
Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.

F

f the increase of his government and peace there
will be no end, upon the throne of David and over
his kingdom, to order it and establish it with
judgement and justice from that time forward,
even forever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will
perform this.

O

ISAIAH: Chapter 9

H

is delight is in the fear of the LORD, and he shall
not judge by the sight of his eyes, nor decide by
the hearing of His ears; but with righteousness he
shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for
the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth
with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of
his lips he shall slay the wicked. Righteousness
shall be the belt of his loins, and faithfulness
the belt of his waist. "The wolf also shall dwell
with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with
the young goat, the calf and the young lion and
the fatling together; and a little child shall lead
them. The cow and the bear shall graze; their
young ones shall lie down together; and the lion
shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child
shall play by the cobra’s hole, and the weaned
child shall put his hand in the viper’s den.
hey shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy
mountain, for the earth shall be full of the
knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the
sea. And in that day there shall be a Root of
Jesse, who shall stand as a banner to the people;
for the Gentiles shall seek him, and his resting
place shall be glorious."
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ISAIAH: Chapter 11

or he shall grow up before him as a tender plant,
and as a root out of dry ground. He has no form
or comeliness; and when we see him, there is no
beauty that we should desire him.

F
H

e is despised and rejected by men, a man of
sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we hid, as
it were, our faces from him; he was despised, and
we did not esteem him.

S

urely he has borne our griefs and carried our
sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten
by God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for
our transgressions, he was bruised for our
iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was
upon him, and by his stripes we are healed.
ll we like sheep have gone astray; we have
turned, every one, to his own way; and the LORD
has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was
oppressed and he was afflicted, yet he opened
not his mouth; he was led as a lamb to the
slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is
silent, so he opened not his mouth.

A

+++++++

H

e was taken from prison and from judgement, and
who will declare his generation? For he was cut
off from the land of the living; for the
transgressions of my people he was stricken.
nd they made his grave with the wicked–but with
the rich at his death, because he had done no
violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. Yet it
pleased the LORD to bruise him; he has put him to
grief. When you make his soul an offering for sin,
he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days,
and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in
his hand.

A

H

e shall see the labour of his soul, and be
satisfied. By his knowledge my righteous Servant
shall justify many, for he shall bear their
iniquities.
herefore I will divide him a portion with the
great, and he shall divide the spoil with the
strong, because he poured out his soul unto
death, and he was numbered with the
transgressors, and he bore the sin of many, and
made intercession for the transgressors.

T

ISAIAH: Chapter 53

I

f anyone enters by me, he will be saved, and will
go in and out and find pasture. The thief does not
come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I
have come that they may have life, and that they
may have it more abundantly.

I

am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives
His life for the sheep. But a hireling, he who is
not the shepherd, one who does not own the
sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep
and flees; and the wolf catches the sheep and
scatters them. The hireling flees because he is a
hireling and does not care about the sheep.

I

am the good shepherd; and I know my sheep, and
am known by my own. As the Father knows me,
even so I know the Father; and I lay down my life
for the sheep. And other sheep I have which are
not of this fold; them also I must bring, and they
will hear my voice; and there will be one flock
and one shepherd. Therefore my Father loves
me, because I lay down my life that I may take it
again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down
of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have
power to take it again. This command I have
received from my Father."
JOHN: Chapter 10

here was a man sent from God, whose name was
John. This man came for a witness, to bear
witness of the Light, that all through him might
believe. He was not that Light, but was sent to
bear witness of that Light. That was the true
Light which gives light to every man coming into
the world. He was in the world, and the world
was made through him, and the world did not
know him. He came to his own, and his own did not
receive him. But as many as received him, to them
he gave the right to become children of God, to
those who believe in his name: who were born, not
of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man, but of God.
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nd the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.
John bore witness of him and cried out, saying,
"This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after
me is preferred before me, for he was before
me.’"

A

JOHN: Chapter 1

nd this will be the sign to you: You will find a
babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a
manger." And suddenly there was with the angel
a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and
saying: "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, goodwill toward men!"

A

nd when he had opened the book, he found the
place where it was written: "The Spirit of the
LORD is upon me, because he has anointed me to
preach the gospel to the poor; he has sent me to
heal the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to
the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to
set at liberty those who are oppressed; to
proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD." Then
he closed the book, and gave it back to the
attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all who
were in the synagogue were fixed on him. And he
began to say to them, "Today this Scripture is
fulfilled in your hearing."

A

LUKE: Chapters 2 & 4

nd where I go you know, and the way you know."
Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not know where
you are going, and how can we know the way?"
Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and
the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me. If you had known me, you would have
known my Father also; and from now on you
know him and have seen him." Philip said to him,
"Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for
us." Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you so
long, and yet you have not known me, Philip? He
who has seen me has seen the Father; so how can
you say, ‘Show us the Father’?" I pray for them. I
do not pray for the world but for those whom
you have given me, for they are yours. And all
mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am
glorified in them. Now I am no longer in the
world, but these are in the world, and I come to
you. Holy Father, keep through your name those
whom you have given me, that they may be one as
we are. I do not pray for these alone, but also for
those who will believe in me through their word;
that they all may be one, as you, Father, are in
me, and I in you; that they also may be one in us,
that the world may believe that you sent me."

A

JOHN: Chapters 14 & 17

herefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will
be justified in his sight, for by the law is the
knowledge of sin. But now the righteousness of
God apart from the law is revealed, being
witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, even the
righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus
Christ, to all and on all who believe.
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or there is no difference; for all have sinned and
fall short of the glory of God, being justified
freely by his grace through the redemption that
is in Christ Jesus, whom God set forth as a
propitiation by his blood, through faith, to
demonstrate his righteousness, because in his
forbearance God had passed over the sins that
were previously committed, to demonstrate at
the present time his righteousness, that he might
be just and the justifier of the one who has faith
in Jesus.

F

W

here is boasting then? It is excluded. By what
law? Of works? No, but by the law of faith.
Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by
faith apart from the deeds of the law.
ROMANS: Chapter 3

nd not only that, but we also glory in
tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces
perseverance; and perseverance, character; and
character, hope. Now hope does not disappoint,
because the love of God has been poured out in
our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to
us. For when we were still without strength, in
due time Christ died for the ungodly. For
scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet
perhaps for a good man someone would even dare
to die.

A
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ut God demonstrates his own love toward us, in
that while we were still sinners, Christ died for
us. Much more then, having now been justified by
his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through
him. For if when we were enemies we were
reconciled to God through the death of his Son,
much more, having been reconciled, we shall be
saved by his life.
nd not only that, but we also rejoice in God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we
have now received the reconciliation.

A

ROMANS: Chapter 5

or those who live according to the flesh set their
minds on the things of the flesh, but those who
live according to the Spirit, the things of the
Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death, but to
be spiritually minded is life and peace. Because
the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not
subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. So
then, those who are in the flesh cannot please
God. But you are not in the flesh but in the
Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ,
he is not his. And if Christ is in you, the body is
dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because
of righteousness. But if the Spirit of him who
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who
raised Christ from the dead will also give life to
your mortal bodies through his Spirit who
dwells in you. Therefore, brethren, we are
debtors–not to the flesh, to live according to the
flesh. For if you live according to the flesh you
will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the
deeds of the body, you will live. For as many as
are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of
God.

F

ROMANS: Chapter 8

I

n him we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his
grace which he made to abound toward us in all
wisdom and prudence, having made known to us
the mystery of his will, according to his good
pleasure which he purposed in himself, that in
the dispensation of the fullness of the times he
might gather together in one all things in Christ,
both which are in heaven and which are on earth–
in him.

I

n him also we have obtained an inheritance, being
predestined according to the purpose of him who
works all things according to the counsel of his
will, that we who first trusted in Christ should
be to the praise of his glory. In him you also
trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the
gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having
believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of
promise, who is the guarantee of our inheritance
until the redemption of the purchased possession,
to the praise of his glory.
EPHESIANS: Chapter 1

nd being found in appearance as a man, he
humbled himself and became obedient to the
point of death, even the death of the cross.
Therefore God also has highly exalted him and
given him the name which is above every name,
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of
those under the earth, and that every tongue
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father. Therefore, my beloved,
as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence
only, but now much more in my absence, work out
your own salvation with fear and trembling; for
it is God who works in you both to will and to do
for his good pleasure. Do all things without
complaining and disputing, that you may become
blameless and harmless, children of God without
fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse
generation, among whom you shine as lights in the
world, holding fast the word of life, so that I
may rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not
run in vain or laboured in vain.

A

PHILIPPIANS: Chapter 2

ll things were created through him and for him.
And he is before all things, and in him all things
consist. And he is the head of the body, the
church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from
the dead, that in all things he may have the preeminence. For it pleased the Father that in him
all the fullness should dwell, and by him to
reconcile all things to himself, by him, whether
things on earth or things in heaven, having made
peace through the blood of his cross.

A

nd you, who once were alienated and enemies in
your mind by wicked works, yet now he has
reconciled in the body of his flesh through death,
to present you holy, and blameless, and above
reproach in his sight–if indeed you continue in the
faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved
away from the hope of the gospel which you
heard, which was preached to every creature
under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.

A

COLOSSIANS: Chapter 1

or this we say top you by the word of the Lord,
that we who are alive and remain until the
coming of the Lord will by no means precede
those who are asleep.

F

or the Lord himself will descend from heaven
with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and
with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ
will rise first.

F

hen we who are alive and remain shall be caught
up together with them in the clouds to meet the
Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with
the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with
these words.

T
B

ut concerning the times and the seasons,
brethren, you have no need that I should write to
you. For you yourselves know perfectly that the
day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night.
For when they say, "Peace and safety!" then
sudden destruction comes upon them, as labour
pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not
escape. But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so
that this Day should overtake you as a thief.
I THESSALONIANS: Chapter 4 & 5

or if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of
a heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for
the purifying of the flesh, how much more shall
the blood of Christ, who through the eternal
Spirit offered himself without spot to God,
cleanse your conscience from dead works to
serve the living God? And for this reason he is the
Mediator of the new covenant, by means of death,
for the redemption of the transgressions under
the first covenant, that those who are called
may receive the promise of the eternal
inheritance.
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or Christ has not entered the holy places made
with hands, which are copies of the true, but into
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of
God for us; not that he should offer himself
often, as the high priest enters the Most Holy
Place every year with blood of another–he then
would have had to suffer often since the
foundation of the world; but now, once at the end
of the ages, he has appeared to put away sin by
the sacrifice of himself. And as it is appointed for
men to die once, but after this the judgement, so
Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many.

F

HEBREWS: Chapter 9

I

n this you greatly rejoice, though now for a
little while, if need be, you have been grieved by
various trials, that the genuineness of your faith,
being much more precious than gold that
perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found
to praise, honour, and glory at the revelation of
Jesus Christ, whom having not seen you love.
Though now you do not see him, yet believing, you
rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory,
receiving the end of your faith–the salvation of
your souls.
f this salvation the prophets have inquired and
searched carefully, who prophesied of the grace
that would come to you, searching what, or what
manner of time, the Spirit of Christ who was in
them was indicating when he testified beforehand
the sufferings of Christ and the glories that
would follow. To them it was revealed that, not
to themselves, but to us they were ministering
the things which now have been reported to you
through those who have preached the gospel to
you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven–things
which angels desire to look into.

O

I PETER: Chapter 1

H

e indeed was foreordained before the foundation
of the world, but was manifest in these last
times for you who through him believe in God,
who raised him from the dead and gave him glory,
so that your faith and hope are in God. Since you
have purified your souls in obeying the truth
through the Spirit in sincere love of the
brethren, love one another fervently with a
pure heart, having been born again, not of
corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the
word of God which lives and abides forever,
because "All flesh is as grass, and all the glory
of man as the flower of the grass. The grass
withers, and its flower falls away, but the word
of the LORD endures forever."

N

ow this is the word which by the gospel was
preached to you. Coming to him as to a living
stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God
and precious, you also, as living stones, are being
built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to
offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ.
I PETER: Chapters 1 & 2

his is the message which we have heard from him
and declare to you, that God is light and in him is
no darkness at all. If we say that we have
fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie
and do not practise the truth. But if we walk in
the light as he is in the light, we have fellowship
with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ
his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that
we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say
that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and
his word is not in us. My little children, these
things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And
if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. And he
himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not
for ours only but also for the whole world.

T

I JOHN: Chapter 1

Y

ou are of God, little children, and have overcome
them, because he who is in you is greater than he
who is in the world. They are of the world.
Therefore they speak as of the world, and the
world hears them. We are of God. He who knows
God hears us; he who is not of God does not hear
us. By this we know the spirit of truth and the
spirit of error. Beloved, let us love one another,
for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born
of God and knows God. He who does not love does
not know God, for God is love. In this the love of
God was manifested toward us, that God has sent
his only begotten Son into the world, that we
might live through him. In this is love, not that we
loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son
to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if
God so loved us, we also ought to love one
another. No one has seen God at any time. If we
love one another, God abides in us, and his love
has been perfected in us. By this we know that
we abide in him, and he in us, because he has given
us of his Spirit. And we have seen and testify
that the Father has sent the Son as Saviour of
the world.
I JOHN: Chapter 4

The words in the passage opposite were
spoken by an angel of God and also by
Jesus Christ himself to the Apostle John in a
vision recorded in Chapter 21 of the
Book of Revelation.
John, now an old man and the last surviving
Apostle, had been exiled to the island
of Patmos for his continued preaching of
the Christian Gospel in the Roman Empire.
The Book begins: ‘The Revelation of
Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his
servants–things which must shortly take
place. And he sent and signified it by his
angel to his servant John, who bore witness
to the word of God, and to the testimony of
Jesus Christ, to all things that he saw.
Blessed is he who reads and those who hear
the words of this prophecy, and
keep those things which are written in it;
for the time is near.’
John has been given letters to be sent to the
churches of God — then and now.
In vision, he has witnessed the unveiling of
God’s judgments on the world and the
consummation of the age of man’s rebellion
against God. Now God with Christ is ready to
bless his people in the eternal state.

